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      In this Issue: 
 

We have 7 New Drone 
Pilots in our Squadron! 

 

Building Rockets 

 

Successful Search and 
Rescue Flight at Lynchburg 
SAREX 

 

Learning to Wash an 
Airplane as a Fundraiser 

 

Promotion Ceremony 

  

Distinguished Guests (Right) 
Former Army Corps of Engineers 
member and Vietnam Veteran 
Sgt David Seymore helps fold 
the flag, after playing taps as it 
was lowered. He is cadet Clara 
Mills’ Grandfather. 

 



  Successful Drone (sUAS) Pilot Training 
On Saturday and Sunday 
June 5th and 6th, CAP Lt. 
Colonel Bruce Munger 
drove from Newport News 
to train and test us for sUAS 
qualifications, with his wife, 
Lt. Tamara Munger serving 
as Safety Officer.  We had 2  
days in the sun practicing, 
then taking our Form 5 
check rides.  The excitement 
level was intense.  On 

Sunday afternoon, we trained on the software that can take drone photos and 
turn them into 3D images.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                
Lt. Munger, Safety Officer, watches as a drone lifts off. 
                                                                                           

  

Cadets Chivvis and Lewis looking up at their drone.

   
 



 

   Our CAP Rocket Program is Underway 
   After Captain Michael 
Duncan taught an 
Aerospace Education class 
on the history of rockets 
and the fuels they 
experimented with, the 
cadets experimented with 
”rocket fuel” (fizzy tablets 
and water in small 
canisters) under the 
watchful eye of Lt. 
Isackson.  The goal was to 
get enough fizz to 

“launch” the small bottle. Above, cadets anticipate the “launch pop”. 

  At left, the rockets are 
coming together.  We 
will let you know our 
“launch date”.  You will 
be welcomed to join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Captain Duncan taught us how to wash an airplane without damaging any of the 
expensive 
parts on 
the 
outside.  
We plan to 
have a 
“Plane 
Wash” 
fundraiser 
later in the 
year. 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

 

 



 

Another Promotion ceremony gave parents a chance to come 
and visit. 

 

A couple of nice moments… 

 



 

 

 

 



We want to offer our thanks to Air Force veteran Jerry Hovatter (inset, below,  
pictured with cadet Morris) for presenting us with a grant From the Virginia Air 
Force Association.  The grant will provide for a new  GoPro camera,  so we can 
continue give cadets videos of their Aerospace Education O-Rides! That’s Cadet 
Clara Mills flying. 

 

 

Successful SAREX (“Search and Rescue Exercise”) Over the 
Weekend 

Danville Squadron pilots, Majors Doug Appleton and Kit Lippert, flew this CAP airplane 
to Lynchburg to participate in a CAP Group One Search and Rescue Exercise on 
Saturday. They were tasked with using the aircraft instruments to find a radio object on 
the ground sending out a "lost aircraft" signal. They found it.  

 

Below is the GPS navigation instrument that they focused on as they were looking 
for the target. 

 

 

 

 



Distinguished Guests 

We had the honor of visit from an Army Vietnam Veteran, as well as an Air 
Force Airman who started her CAP career in our squadron: 

Former Sgt. David Seymore served in the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers in Vietnam.  Here, he 
gives his granddaughter, Cadet Clara Mills, a 
courtesy salute after a flag ceremony in front of 
our hanger.  He had just played “Taps” on a 

bugle as the flag was 
lowered, and it created a 
moving moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former CAP cadet and now Air Force Airman Deanna Bennett visited us 
during our PT night at the YMCA and stood by a table of trophies, awards, 
challenge coins and other memories of her extremely successful career as 
a cadet.  She inspired a lot of new cadets by helping them discover 
opportunities in Civil Air Patrol.  On the left, she is speaking, and the picture 
on the right shows her at about age 14 in the CAP Glider. 

 



                                                    

As we are moving into summer, we are grateful the 
opportunity to get together a little more freely as we train, 
play (studying rocketry by watching fizzy rockets pop 
toward the ceiling in a hanger is definitely fun) and grow 
together.  

     We’re enjoying flying airplanes, drones, rockets, and 
learning how to be better, smarter people.  And one way we 
become better is to put into practice the CAP principle of 

“Volunteer Service”.  When you give others your help or time, you feel 
great.  And we will be experiencing that together on Tuesday, June 29th as 
we hold our regular meeting at God’s Storehouse, a food bank on 
Memorial drive.  They operate with mostly volunteers as they provide food 
for families who are having financial stress.  We’ve done a variety of 
projects for them in the past, and this time, we will be helping clean out 
their delivery trucks.  So please meet us there at 6:30 (18:30) in clothes 
you don’t mind getting a bit dirty, and we will have a short CAP meeting 
before getting started helping them. Your parents can pick you up at 
around 8:30, and we will confirm that departure time as we get closer to the 
event.  We always have a great time there, and they genuinely appreciate 
our help! 

Thank you, 

Captain Duncan 

 

 

 

 

 

Danville Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol meets every Tuesday 
evening at 18:30 at our hanger at Danville Regional Airport.  For 
information, please call Captain David Hutcheson (Public Affairs Officer) at 
434-549-3969 

 


